WebQuest Description: Students will research multiple aspects of the 1930's in order to further their understanding and skills associated with Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men. Grade Level: 9-12 Curriculum: English / Language Arts
"An&rsquo; live off the fatta the lan&rsquo;," Lennie shouted. "An&rsquo; have rabbits. Go on, George! Tell about what we&rsquo;re gonna have in the garden and about the rabbits in the cages and about the rain in the winter and the stove, and how thick the cream is on the milk like you can hardly cut it. Tell about that George."&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; -John Steinbeck, Of Mice and Men&nbsp;Now that you have commpleted reading the novella Of Mice and Men, written by John Steinbeck, it is time to expand your appreciation and comprehension of both the story and the author. You are going to conduct a Webquest project in which you examine the time period and setting in which the author lived and wrote the novella. A Webquest is an online research project that is driven by you and your classmates. By closely examining the time period and setting, you will gain a better understanding of the social, cultural, psychological ad ecomomic factors that influenced Steinbeck. You will shift your perspective and appreciation of what is was like to be a migrant worker in the Salinas Valley of California during the 1920's and 1930's. You will be able to acccuarlty describe the Great Depression and the factors that created it. You will get to know the author through biographical research. In addition to the historical issues, you and your group members will be able to identify the major themes of the novella: The American Dream, Friendship, Loneliness, Innocence, and Discrimination. Through group work, research and creativity, after properly completing this Webquest you will be able to understand how and why Steinbeck wrote the novella, and how the issues and themes in the novella can connect with society today. &nbsp; Essential Question:&nbsp;What are the social, economic and culteral factors that lead John Steinbeck to write Of Mice and Men?&nbsp;9th Grade Honors English Objectives:&nbsp;1. Research websites in order to create a poster or powerpoint presentation of topics related to the cultural and historical context of the novella.2. Exemplify the 5 major themes of the novella: The American Dream, Innocence, Friendship, Loneliness and Discrimination.3. Create a Works Cited page using correct formatting. &nbsp;
1. You will create a group of no more than 4 members.&nbsp;2. You will assign each group member a specific role in for the project:&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; -Geographer&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; -Sociologist&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; -Biographer&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; -Psychiatrist&nbsp;3. Conduct research on your specific topic from the Internet&nbsp;and gather materials by printing out and saving information and visual aids. Be sure to record all websites that you use. be sure to Copy and Paste the websites that you use, including the date that you accessed each website. You should each answer questions that are provided in order to guide your research.&nbsp;4. Integrate specific quotations from the novella based on the 5 major themes we have discussed. You must have at least 5 quotes from Of Mice and Men within your project. Be sure to use the entire quote and include page numbers. Be creative when intergrating your quotes into your project.&nbsp;5. Create your poster or Powerpoint presentation. It is your group's responsibility to provide any materials needed for your project. If your group decides to present a poster, staple the Works Cited page to the back of the poster.&nbsp;GUIDING QUESTIONS:&nbsp; 
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Creativity
Project is dull and sloppy.
Project has some organization and original thought.
Project demonstrates effective use of the Internet, original thought and orginization.
Project is neat, clear, organized and creative. Eye catching and informational.
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